The Board Report

By

B. David Cox, Executive Director

Board Members

Governor Steven L. Beshear has appointed Samuel R. Williams, PE, PLS to serve the remaining term of Charles C. Schimpeler, PhD, PE, who passed away July 13, 2011.  Mr. Williams has previously served on the Board and his current term will expire January 1, 2014.
Neville G. Pinto, PhD, assumed his duties as the new Dean of the University Of Louisville Speed School Of Engineering effective September 1, 2011.  With that position, he also became a member of our Board.

We welcome both gentlemen to the Board and look forward to working with them to protect the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and to advance the honored professions of engineering and surveying.

Applications
The applications for the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) and the Fundamentals of Surveying (FS) exams are now online applications.  Applicants will use our website to complete the information online and transmit to us electronically.  We are in the process of converting our other paper applications to this online process.  These include the Principles & Practice of Engineering (PE) exam, Principles & Practice of Surveying (PS) exam, Business Entity Permit, Licensure by Endorsement, and Licensure Reinstatement forms. 
Computer Based Testing
At the August 2010 NCEES annual meeting, the state licensing boards

voted to convert the FE and FS exams to a computer-based format. The decision followed a prolonged study by a task force convened to research the issue. This transition will allow greater scheduling flexibility for examinees, more uniformity in testing conditions, and enhanced security for exam content.

The exams will be delivered through Pearson VUE’s owned-and operated

network of Pearson Professional Centers and other select locations as determined by NCEES. Pearson VUE is a global leader in computer-based testing, with the world’s most comprehensive and secure network of testing centers across 165 countries. It provides testing services for academic, government, and professional testing programs, including licensure exams for the National Council of State Boards of Nursing and the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy, as well as the GMAT. Pearson VUE is part of Pearson PLC, the largest commercial testing company and education publisher in the world.

The NCEES Computer-Based Testing Task Force is developing a comprehensive plan and timetable for the conversion. Currently, the plan is for the FE and FS exams to be offered in a paper-and-pencil format for the last time in October 2013. The computer-based exams will then begin in early 2014. The PE and PS exams, which engineering and surveying candidates are required to take after completing work experience requirements, will continue to be paper-and-pencil exams for the foreseeable future.

Calendar of Events 

January 13

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

April 13

PE, PS Exams


Lexington KY

April 14

FE, FS Exams


Lexington & Louisville KY

April 6

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

April 19-21

NCEES Southern Zone

Huntsville AL
July 20

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

August 10 

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

August 22-25
NCEES Annual Meeting

St. Louis MO
October 5

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

October 26

PE, PS Exams


TBD

October 27

FE, FS Exams


TBD

Enforcement Actions Summary

July 9 – October 8, 2011
JEFFERY L. FUGATE, PLS

Jeffery L. Fugate, PLS of Jamestown was disciplined for practicing on an expired license.  The matter was resolved through a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Fugate acknowledged the violation, and the Board agreed to reinstate Mr. Fugate’s license subject to the following sanctions: (1) a $1500 fine, (2) additional training in the surveying Standards of Practice, and (3)  two-year probation of his professional surveying license with quarterly review of his surveying work product.   The Board accepted the Consent Decree on August 1, 2011.

ADAM R. WEST

In January, 2011 the Board of Licensure received information that former licensee Adam R. West was continuing to provide professional land surveying services even though his license to do so had been suspended and ultimately revoked.  Investigation confirmed the unlicensed practice.  The matter was settled with an agreed injunction enjoining Mr. West from further unlicensed practice.  No penalties were assessed for the current violation, however the agreed injunction calls for a fine of $1000 and seven (7) days in jail for any future violation.  The agreed injunction was entered in the Franklin Circuit Court on September 14, 2011.

CHARLES HILLENBURG

E & H  BRIDGE and GRATING, INC.

The Board of Licensure recently investigated E & H Bridge and Grating, Inc. of Bedford Indiana, for allegedly providing engineering design services in connection with county bridge projects located throughout Kentucky.   It was determined that E & H had provided complete bridge design packages on bridges for which E & H had provided fabricated steel bridge decks.   E & H does not employ a professional engineer and does not possess a business entity permit to provide engineering services.  The matter was settled with an agreed injunction enjoining E & H Bridge and Grating, Inc. and its Vice President, Charles Hillenburg from further unlicensed practice.  No penalties were assessed for the current violation, however the agreed injunction calls for a fine of $2000 and seven (7) days in jail for Mr. Hillenburg, and a fine of $5000 for the company for any future violation.  The agreed injunction was entered in the Franklin Circuit Court on September 20, 2011.

ROBERT A. WALZ, PE

In May 2010, the Missouri Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Professional Land Surveyors and Landscape Architects disciplined the professional engineering license of Robert A. Walz, PE of Utica Michigan.  After reviewing the Missouri action and other recent actions against Mr. Walz in the states of North Carolina, New Hampshire, and West Virginia, the Kentucky Board of Licensure determined that a reciprocal disciplinary action would be warranted pursuant to KRS 322.180 Section 11.  Shortly after charges were filed, Mr. Walz advised the Board that he wished to surrender his license to practice professional engineering in Kentucky.  The Board accepted the surrender through a Consent Decree on October 8, 2011.

THOMAS WAYNE RHINERSON, PLS

In 2009 and 2010, the Board received two complaints against Mr. Thomas Wayne Rhinerson, PLS of Owensboro, alleging negligence and/or incompetence in the practice of land surveying and various violations of the surveying Standards of Practice.   After an investigation, the Board determined that disciplinary action was warranted.  During settlement negotiations, Mr. Rhinerson advised the Board that he wished to surrender his license to practice professional land surveying in Kentucky.  The Board accepted the surrender through a Consent Decree on October 8, 2011.

